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tip of the day
Track your gratitude and 

achievements with a journal! 

Every day include three things 

you were grateful for and three 

things you were able to 

accomplish each day. 

 
have a tip?
submit your tips, stories, or recommend we 

write an article on one of your AMSA 

friends! Email us at 

newsletter@premedamsa.com!

Health NewsGUEST SPEAKER
William A Corzo is an attorney

at Normand PLLC located in Orlando. Attorney Corzo 

has worked extensively. in matters involving general 

negligence, slip & falls, motor vehicle accidents, and 

medical malpractice. Mr. Corzo attended University of 

South Florida where he earned a Bachelor of Science 

degree in Political Science. From there he attended the 

New England Law School, earning his Juris Doctor in 

May 2002.

William Corzo
Health News

 

Colorectal Cancer & The Potential Impact of 

Cannabinoid Compounds as Treatment

 

A team at Pennsylvania State University College of 

Medicine in Hershey tested hundreds of 

cannabinoids on various types of human colorectal 

cancer cells in the laboratory. Of these, 10 synthetic 

cannabinoids showed the ability to stop cancer cell 

growth. The well-known cannabis compounds 

tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) and cannabidiol (CBD) 

showed negligible ability to do the same.

The researchers see their findings as a starting point 

for further studies to better understand the 

anticancer effects that they observed, and to 

evaluate the compounds' potential for drug 

development. They report their results in 

a paper that features in the journal Cannabis and 

Cannabinoid Research. "Now that we've identified 

the compounds that we think have this activity," 

says senior study author Prof. Kent E. Vrana, who is 

chair of the Department of Pharmacology, "we can 

take these compounds and start trying to alter them 

to make them more potent against cancer cells." For 

the recent study, the researchers chose to investigate 

synthetic cannabinoids. From a "library of 370 

molecules," they identified 10 synthetic 

cannabinoids that "inhibited cell viability" in seven 

types of colorectal cancer cells that came from 

human tumors. Prof. Vrana says there is a need for 

further research to understand better how the 

compounds work, and how to make them more 

potent and effective against colorectal cancer.

 

Read more at:

https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/324399

.php

Thomas Levu
Thomas Levu graduated in Fall of 2017 from UCF with 

a Bachelor's in Legal Studies and a minor in Business 

Administration. He is currently applying to law school 

to pursue his interest in healthcare law. He started his 

collegiate career studying Biomedical Sciences and was 

an active member in Pre-Med AMSA, being the 

director of medical relations in 2012.

https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/324277.php
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WEEK AT A GLANCE
RSVP via Knight Connect is REQUIRED unless otherwise specified. 

Follow us on social media for more updates!

Join AMSA for an exclusive members-only yoga class taught by 

Swaran! No prior experience required. Remember, doctors have 

to learn to be flexible, so why not start now? Space is limited, so 

please RSVP early. AMSA Points: 3, +1 with AMSA shirt.

Yoga with AMSA
2/22 - 7 PM to 8 PM | UCF RWC at Knights Plaza

Join AMSA for a discussion about the origins and implications of 

HIPAA protocols for both physicians and patients. Coffee and 

doughnuts will be provided! AMSA Points: 3, +1 with AMSA shirt.

HIPAA Workshop
2/18 - 5:30 PM to 6:30 PM | BIO 212

Join us for a tour of the Lake Erie College of Osteopathic 

Medicine's Bradenton campus! The tour will include an 

osteopathic manipulative medicine demonstration and lunch will 

be generously provided by LECOM. AMSA Points: 5.

LECOM-Bradenton Tour
2/19 - 8:45 AM - 3 PM | LECOM-Bradenton Med School 

Come and play a variety of card games with patients at the Community Living Center at the 

Orlando VA Medical Center! AMSA Points: 3, +1 with AMSA shirt.

Card Games at the VA

2/23 - 10 AM to 11:30 AM | Orlando VA Medical Center
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MCAT
question of the 

Drinking a cup of coffee is something 
people do every day, alone or with friends, 
at home or at work. A researcher following 
the theory of symbolic interactionism who 
is observing two people enjoying a coffee 
together would primarily point out which 

of the following? 1 AMSA point for 
attempting; +1 for correct answer!

Submit your answer:

https://goo.gl/forms/XXRB1JP8TOBap23E3

Research Spotlight
Medical Devices
Medical devices, such as pacemakers, bionic limbs, and 

stents, are researched by doctors and biotechnologists alike. 

 This is a vast and growing field that may be the future of 

medicine.  With technology like 3D printing, researchers are 

able to build parts and engineer materials in ways they have 

never been able to before.  From common tests like MRI 

scans to more unique treatment such as hyperbaric oxygen 

therapy, medical devices research enables diagnosis and 

treatment of diseases.  An example of research recently 

developed by scientists and doctors at Northwestern 

University is a new technique in angiography, allowing 

doctors to have a non-invasive way to visualize blood flow 

through capillaries and the oxygenation that takes place. 

This technique is known as SC-OCTA, or spectral contrast 

optical coherence tomography and angiography, a type of 

3D-imaging.  Clinical trials are not necessary for 

development of products and diagnostic or treatment tools, 

so this field moves faster than many other medical fields.

AMSA Advocacy

This year, Pre-Med AMSA UCF has truly reflected 

the ambition of National AMSA by embracing its 

message of advocacy through monthly health 

awareness committees. Thanks to overwhelming 

participation, January's Mental Health Awareness 

Committee made history as our largest group, 

raising $123.08 through an uplifting bake sale, 

whose proceeds benefited the Central Florida 

Chapter of the American Foundation for Suicide 

Prevention and their annual "Out of the Darkness" 

walk against suicide. They were also able to 

organize a themed General Body Meeting, raising 

awareness for mental illnesses by "going green", 

and co-hosted a Mental Health in the Medical Field 

Workshop with PDSA. Thank you to our 

passionate Sergeant at Arms Sophia Dias, and 

President Emily Woolhiser, for emphasizing the 

importance of advocacy, especially through this 

important reminder to put our mental health first 

amidst the stressful demands of the pre-med path. 

This February we embrace the Pancreatic Cancer 

Committee and congratulate them on their ambition 

to make a difference! Be sure to e-mail President 

Emily Woolhiser if you'd like to get involved at 

president@premedamsa.com.

From Mental Health to 
Pancreatic Cancer

DAY

https://goo.gl/forms/XXRB1JP8TOBap23E3
https://www.americangeriatrics.org/


Member of the Month 

Directorship of the Month:

Daniel Orozco Ruth Nguyen Daniela Velez

Tori Millington Lesly Corona Nina Steele

Roman has been extremely involved in a vast array of AMSA 

events this semester, from assisting tabling to volunteering 

for VA Bingo, and was an avid member of January's Mental 

Health Awareness Committee. Roman is originally from 

Waterloo, Canada and has aspirations to someday specialize 

in the surgical field. He believes in the power of a holistic 

approach to medicine, stating, "I think studying the 

humanities is important for aspiring doctors... it leads to one 

becoming more empathetic and realizing that their patient is a 

whole human, with a whole story." We appreciate all he does 

for AMSA and his passion for medicine!

Roman Syed

Media Relations


